
Stillbirth and 
miscarriages

WHEN HALLO 
MEANS 

GOODBYE



Stillbirth
26 weeks and beyond

Definition: 

A baby born with no signs of life after 26 weeks of 

pregnancy.

Law:

Must be registered with the Dept of Home Affairs –

Births and Deaths Registration Act

Options:

Parents have to choose between burial or 

cremation

Documents:

Notice of Stillbirth – BI 1663 – 4 pages

(From the doctor or midwife)

Burial Order – burial purposes

(From DHA – undertaker responsible)

Schedule B Cremation document – cremation 

purposes

(From doctor or midwife)
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Miscarriage
Before 26 weeks

Definition: 

Pregnancy loss before 26 weeks of pregnancy.

Law:

Not required to register with Dept of Home Affairs

Parental rights: 

Emphasis on parents must have a choice

Documents:

Notice of Stillbirth – BI 1663 – 4 pages

Sworn affidavit – if doctor is not willing to sign BI

(From the doctor or midwife)

Burial Order – burial purposes

(From DHA – undertaker responsible)

Cremation document – cremation purposes

(From doctor or midwife)

Options:

Parents may request a burial or cremation/allow 

hospital to manage remains
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