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BACKGROUND



BACKGROUND
❑ Syphilis-Treponema Pallidum transmitted sexually/vertically from mother to child 

during pregnancy 

❑ WHO -8 Million infection globally, highest in SSA (2022)

❑ 90% of all syphilis cases occur in LMICs

❑ 2,6% of maternal syphilis cases in SA (2022)

❑ Known risk factor is HIV 

❑ 2022 HIV prevalence was 25,3% in pregnant women (SA)

❑ Co-infection of maternal HIV and syphilis -1,6% in SA



BACKGROUND

❑ 50–90% of pregnant women with syphilis will transmit the 
infection to their unborn child

❑ Congenital syphilis-198/100 000 live births (2023)

❑ Adverse birth outcomes

-stillbirths

-preterm or low birthweight

-early neonatal deaths

-congenital infections
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