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The SANC Scope of Practice

A Legal and Professional Lens

• Nursing Act, No. 33 of 2005

• Regulations Relating to the Scope of 

Practice of Persons who are 

Registered or Enrolled under the 

Nursing Act, 2005 (R. 2127)

• National Health Act, No. 61 of 2003

• Children’s Act, No. 38 of 2005



Gap Created by Withdrawal of the 

Neonatal Programme

• Curriculum Misalignment

• Skills Gap in ICUs

• Professional Recognition

• Workforce Planning & HR 

Implications

• Implications for Practice and Patient 

Safety



Comparative Insights: What Other 

Systems Do

• Globally

o UK, Australia, and Canada



What Can Be Done? Pathways Forward

• Policy Advocacy with SANC

• Curriculum Reform

• Bridging Programmes & CPD

• Legal Protection & Clarity

• Research & Evidence



Inspiring Call to 

Action



Conclusion

To advocate for reinstating or reforming 

neonatal nursing specialization.

To push for alignment between policy, 

training, and practice

To ensure that the smallest citizens of 

South Africa, our neonates, receive care 

from nurses who are not only passionate, 

but also formally equipped, recognized, 

and legally protected to do this life-saving 

work.



THANK YOU


