


The Problem



Goal 3 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

Child Mortality Goal :End, by 2030, preventable deaths of new-
borns and children under 5 years of age and achieve national U5 

mortality rates of <25/1000.

Global Targets

Neonatal mortality 
target 12/1000 live 

births





UN, Sept 2015

South Africa’s Commitments



All countries should have NMR  and stillbirth 
rates <10/1000  by 2035



Resources



Quality of Care



Reach every woman and newborn



Family Integrated Care



Every newborn counts!



Global Progress



South Africa’s Progress
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Day of life

Up to 50%

of neonatal

deaths are in 

the first 24 hours

75% of neonatal 

deaths are in 

the first week

Source: Lawn JE, Kerber K  Daily risk of death in Africa during first month 

of life based on analysis of 19 DHS datasets (2000 to 2004) with 5,476 

neonatal deaths

Birth and first week is key: 
when most babies die yet 

when coverage of care is lowest for 

mothers and babies

When do newborns die?



Source: UNICEF: Committing to child 
survival: A Promise Renewed progress 
report 2014. New York: UNICEF; 2014

What is killing 
them?

Source: 
Small 
vulnerable 
newborns
Lancet 
Series 2023



Plans to reduce these deaths
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HHAPINeSS

H- Health systems- 24hr access

H- Health workers-Improve knowledge and skills

A- Reduce deaths from Asphyxia

P-Reduce deaths from Prematurity

I-Reduce deaths from Infection

NeSS - In support of the Neonatal Survival Strategy

National Neonatal Plan



How do we get going?!



1. Strengthen Health Systems:



2. Strengthen Health workers

1.Preservice
2.Inservice
3.Specialised training



Triple return on investment: the cost and impact of 13 interventions that could prevent stillbirths and save the lives of mothers 
and babies in South Africa.                  Julia Michalow et al

3. Strengthen 
clinical care



Lives saved in 2030
2014 2030

Mortality 
reduction

Rate Rate Deaths 
Prevented

SBR            30% ↓ 17.6 12 5400

MMR         50% ↓ 264 132 1300

NMR          42% ↓ 13 7 4800

With 100% coverage of 13 interventions and 70% 
coverage of modern contraception

Triple return on investment: the cost and impact
of 13 interventions that could prevent stillbirths and save the lives of mothers and 
babies in South Africa.
Julia Michalow et al 2015



Antenatal Interventions



Antenatal 
corticosteroids 

for preterm 
labor, 22%

KMC -
Kangaroo 

mother care, 
18%

Labour and 
delivery 

management 
18%

Case 
management 

of severe 
neonatal 

infection, 13%

Promotion of 
breastfeeding, 

10%

Neonatal 
resuscitation, 

6%

Clean 
postnatal 

practices, 5%

Other, 8%

7 Key Clinical Interventions
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